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Covid-19 Pandemic:  When the pandemic began in 2020, the MTA/NJ immediately went to work, fielding 

hundreds of phone calls and emails from members and boaters. The MTA/NJ aggressively lobbied state 

legislators and the Governor's office to ensure that boating and marinas remained open - and they did the 

entire time. Boat dealerships were added to an Executive Order re-opening car dealerships and updates with 

critical information to our members were shared almost every day. The MTA/NJ worked closely with the NJ 

State Police to develop boating materials as well as our own documents keeping members informed of the 

guidelines to safely operate a boat business. We are also part of state and national coalitions working 

together to support small businesses and the boating industry. We continue to promptly disseminate any 

information that impacts business operations. 

 

Legislative Efforts & Advocacy Success:  The MTA/NJ has been directly involved in the passage, 

movement and/or opposition of many bills that have positively impacted or negatively affected the industry 

including public access, the boating safety education law, abandoned vessel law, speed limits, fishing and 

boating restrictions, mandatory insurance and environmental legislation. The MTA/NJ was successful in 

getting legislation signed into law that reduced the sales tax by 50% for every boat sold in NJ across the 

board for boats, regardless of the price of the boat - with a cap of $20,000. This past year a repeal was 

proposed in the state budget to revoke the cap and reduction, and the MTA/NJ once again aggressively 

lobbied to drop the proposal to repeal the sales tax cap and reduction. This is a true victory for the boating 

industry that will ensure New Jersey remains competitive with other states.   

 

Environmental Regulations:  The MTA/NJ has worked tirelessly for years to address and amend many 

environmental regulations that directly impact marine businesses. From 2013 through 2016, a number of 

significant rule changes for marinas were adopted and are the direct result of the MTA/NJ's efforts in working 

with DEP leadership to further promote and protect the industry.  These positive changes make it easier for 

marinas to obtain permits, conduct needed maintenance, complete expansion projects, conduct dredging and 

facilitate compliance with DEP regulations. 

 

DEP Public Access Rule:  The MTA/NJ fought for over six years to provide relief for marinas forced to 

comply with the DEP public access rules.  While this issue continues today, in 2012 DEP leadership amended 

and adopted a rule proposal that freed marinas from the onerous and burdensome requirements of these rules.   

The DEP responded to the Association's concerns and recognized the need to revise the state’s public access 

rule to make it more reasonable by using common sense and recognizing that marinas already provide 

access. The adoption of these rules was another victory for the industry that to this day is protecting New Jersey 

marinas.  In 2019, legislation was signed into law to rewrite the public access law.  However, thanks to our 

efforts, the law included protections for marinas ensuring that the DEP can not amend the rules to expand 

requirements for marinas.  
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Workforce Development, Scholarships & Training Support for Members:  In 2018, the MTA/NJ 

expanded Workforce Development efforts to address the shortage of skilled laborers, created the MTA/NJ 

Workforce Development Committee, conducted a workforce needs assessment and met with the NJ Dept. of 

Labor to explore funding and educational opportunities for the industry.  The MTA/NJ Foundation continues 

to expand its educational support and has awarded over $25,000 in education scholarships over the last ten 

years and has directly reimbursed members over $10,000 for ABYC Certification Courses and OSHA 

Certification for forklift and marine travel lift operators.   In addition to the MTA/NJ Family scholarship, 

which was created in 2014, a new Marine Technical Scholarship for educational training for members 

employees was launched in 2018.  The MTA/NJ’s Boating Industry Scholarship was also reinstated in 2018 

and is open to any student seeking a career in the boating industry.   

 

Boat Shows:  The MTA/NJ is committed to making sure that there are affordable and successful local boat 

shows to support our boat dealer members as well as those that provide related goods and services.  As a result 

of that commitment, the MTA/NJ produces The Jersey Shore Boat Sale & Expo held in September at 

FirstEnergy Park in Lakewood and New Jersey Boat Sale & Expo held in February at the NJ Convention & 

Exposition Center in Edison.  Proceeds from these shows support the efforts of the MTA/NJ, which is 

dedicated to advancing, promoting and protecting the recreational boating industry.  Details on both events are 

available at JerseyBoatExpo.com.  The MTA/NJ also proudly endorses the Progressive Insurance Atlantic City 

Boat Show in which MTA/NJ members are entitled to exhibitor discounts.   

 

Promotional Marketing Campaign: In lieu of canceled boat shows this season, the MTA/NJ 

launched an exclusive online campaign directly targeting thousands of potential boat buyers.  

Participating businesses received enhanced business listings, social media advertisements and special 

promotions in dedicated boater emails.  The campaign ran for a month and resulted in over 400k 

impressions and 5,500 clicks.   

 

Go Boating NJ: The GoBoatingNJ initiative was launched in 2013 to provide boaters throughout the Region 

with accurate and current information on the condition of New Jersey’s waterways following Hurricane Sandy 

in late October 2012.   A new website, www.goboatingnj.org was created and included videos, links and 

boating resources. Go Boating NJ campaign’s objectives have now shifted to solely promoting boating in New 

Jersey.  GoBoatingNJ now promotes boating all season long through social media outlets, news releases and 

the website.  The Go Boating NJ campaign also established a number of different initiatives to help grow 

boating and keep boating friendly and fun:  

 

Bring a Little Buddy Boating: This campaign is an extension of one of the Association’s original 

grow boating campaigns developed back in 2004 to help grow boating.  This new effort is focused on 

the youth of today as they are the future of boating. Providing children with the experience of boating 

today will develop a special bond with being on the water and ultimately lead them to a lifetime of 

happy moments and memories. In addition, creating an interest in boating in our youth may open 

doors for career awareness and avenues for all the jobs that are available in the industry.  

 

Boat Friendly:  Similar to the NJ Drive Friendly campaign, this effort was launched to simply raise 

awareness that there are certain customs that we, as boaters, must respect in order to enjoy a day on 

the water and that a little kindness and consideration for your fellow boater goes a long way on the 

water.  

 

New Boaters: 2020 has brought an influx of new boaters. The MTA/NJ is focused on providing the 

critical information and resources to help members keep their customers boating for years to come 

and new boaters informed. 

file://///192.168.1.3/Shared%20Documents/Prospecting/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Melissa%20Danko/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/OLK1A2/jerseyboatexpo.com
http://www.goboatingnj.org/
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Dredging:  For the last 20 years, the MTA/NJ has worked closely with the NJDOT to support their efforts in 

maintaining NJ’s waterways and the State Channel Dredging Program.  Most recently, the MTA/NJ assisted 

the NJDOT in obtaining funding for State Channel Dredging resulting in the completion of dredging in 25 

channels including Double Creek Channel, Forked River and Shark River.   

 

Events:  In the last ten years alone, the MTA/NJ has held over 80 events in various locations across the state 

ranging from casual networking events to large conferences that provide attendees with a diverse and 

informative schedule of presentations.  Many of these events offer members an affordable means to promote 

and advertise their businesses through sponsorships, resulting in new sales and new business contacts for these 

members.  These events also provide members with unique and fun opportunities to network with other 

business owners, ask questions, solve problems, and share ideas.  2020 proved to be challenging for many 

organizations like ours to hold in-person meetings.  As a result, we provided virtual opportunities for 

networking and educational webinars in addition to the outdoor events that were successfully held in 2020.  

 

Hurricane Sandy Recovery & Relief Efforts:  The MTA/NJ worked tirelessly following Hurricane Sandy 

to provide support and assistance to members. These efforts are outlined in detail in our Overview of MTA/NJ 

Hurricane Sandy Recovery & Relief Efforts which can be found on our website at mtanj.org/whyjoin.html.  

 

Vessel Wash Wastewater Regulations:  The MTA/NJ worked directly with the DEP to provide relief for 

marine businesses needing to comply with this onerous regulation.  The MTA/NJ was responsible for several 

measures that benefit the industry including a Permit- By- Rule to install a boat wash wastewater system, 

enforcement discretion and grant funding. As a direct result of our efforts, over $400,000 in grant funding was 

distributed to marinas to assist them in complying with this regulation.  In 2017, the NJDEP launched a 

Compliance Assistance Initiative and thanks to the MTA/NJ, the DEP allowed marinas the opportunity to come 

into compliance before violations were issued.   

 

I BOAT NJ:  The MTA/NJ successfully lobbied for the dedication of boater registration fees to go back to the 

industry to support projects that improve and enhance recreational boating. The I BOAT NJ Program has 

provided millions of dollars for critical resources to improve the boating industry with many funds going 

directly to MTA/NJ Members.  While current state budgets continue to divert I BOAT NJ Program dollars into 

the DOT’s operations and maintenance fund, the MTA/NJ continues to fight to restore these critical funds.  

 

Clean Marina Program:  The program provides free resources and materials to pledged and certified clean 

marinas. Without the support and perseverance of the MTA/NJ, this program would not have been developed.  

To date, there are over 50 clean marinas utilizing the valuable resources and information provided from the 

Program.    

 

Communications & Outreach:  The MTA/NJ manages three websites, four Facebook pages as well as 

multiple Twitter, YouTube and Instagram accounts all of which highlight the boating industry and our work 

to thousands of people every day.  Members also receive monthly emails that provide timely information and 

important resources.    

 

For more information on the MTA/NJ, upcoming events, recent news and updates, please visit: 

 

mtanj.org   JerseyBoatExpo.com   GoBoatingNJ.org 

http://mtanj.org/whyjoin.html

